BILL WEESE TRADES SCHOLARSHIP 
For Webster County High School Graduates  
The Trades Scholarship Fund was established in memory of Bill Weese (1950-2003) in order to support students seeking a professional trade.  Trade schools include vocational education programs which offer certification or degree programs designed to teach students skills for a specific segment of employment. Many programs are available statewide.  Vocational education programs include, but are not limited to, training in healthcare assistantship, culinary arts, auto repair, diesel mechanics, cosmetology, computer graphics, heavy equipment operation, electrical repair, welding, drafting and design, computer programming, and assistive medical technology among many others. 

SCHOLARSHIP TERMS & AMOUNTS  
Students presented with this award will receive up to $1000* per semester for a total of two consecutive years to be used toward tuition, books, fees, or supplies.  Scholarship checks will be mailed directly to the financial aid office and are disbursed upon verification of enrollment.  Students are eligible for vocational education scholarship for a maximum of two academic years or four semesters. *Actual award amount will vary, depending on cumulative contributions to the Trades Fund and interest generated as well as the actual price of your proposed program.  The scholarship fund is managed by Webster County Community Fund in coordination with the Beckley Area Foundation. 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIRMENTS  
Applicants must be Webster County residents who have been accepted into a vocational degree or certification program in West Virginia or adjacent states—OH, VA, PA, KY, MD—with preference given to those applicants who have chosen a program in WV or who plan to return to WV after completing the program.  You must have at least a 2.0 GPA to apply. 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS  
Applicants must submit the application and photo along with a personal statement addressing the following points: 
1. Personal background and interests 

2. Description of the vocational program you plan to pursue 

3. Your career goals 

4. Anything else that would demonstrate that you are a worthy scholarship candidate 

Applicants must also include a letter of recommendation from someone such as a teacher, counselor, or mentor in support of your application for the Trades Scholarship.  The letter must be recent and written within the last 8 months. 

All applicants must also attach a recent photo with your application.  Give your completed application and support materials to your school counselor. If you are awarded a Trades Scholarship, a progress report and grade transcript will be required in order to continue your scholarship beyond the first year or term. 

TIMELINE  
	April 1
	application deadline 

	May/June 
	applicants notified

	July/August
	checks sent to schools


	Bill Weese Trades Scholarship Application

	

	Applicant Information

	
	
	
	

	Name:
	
	Date of Birth:
	

	
	First                           Middle                          Last
	

	Address:
	

	
	Street or PO Box
	City, State  Zip code 

	Phone:
	
	Email:
	

	
	
	

	Current GPA:
	
	Social Security #:
	

	
	Minimum 2.0 GPA to Apply
	

	

	Program Information

	
	
	
	

	Type of Program/Major:
	

	
	
	

	School:
	

	
	
	

	School Address:
	

	
	Street or PO Box
	City, State  Zip code 

	
	

	Type of Degree:
	 Associate Degree Bachelor Degree Certificate Program

	
	
	

	Date program begins:
	
	(Month Year)

	
	
	

	Date you anticipate completing your program:
	
	(Month Year)

	
	
	

	You are attending as a:
	 Full-time Student Part-time Student

	
	
	

	Approximate Cost per Year:
	

	
	
	

	Certification Statement

	I certify that all the information on this form is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  If asked by the scholarship committee, I agree to give documentation for information given on this form and its accompanying materials.  I realize that failure to comply with a request for further information may prevent the application from being considered for scholarships.  If awarded, I authorize the scholarship committee to release information regarding my scholarship to the media. 

	
	
	

	Applicant Signature
	
	Date

	
	
	

	Pay It Forward

	If granted this scholarship, I will have received a Pay it Forward favor.  I will not pay these funds back, but I will instead Pay It Forward by helping others in need of direction, assistance, or mentoring in my chosen profession, while asking for nothing in return.  After my graduation from trade school, I will pay this debt forward to the best of my ability. 

	
	
	

	Applicant Signature
	
	Date

	
	
	

	Application Requirements

	Return this application to your school guidance counselor along with (1) a written or typed personal statement, (2) a recent photo, and (3) a letter of recommendation from a mentor (someone currently working in your chosen field of study), teacher, or counselor.  Thank you for your participation, and congratulations on your upcoming graduation.


