Summer Institute Special Topics Course 
TPTE 595:  Language Disorders in Children

	Semester:  Summer 2006

Location:  Claxton  210
Days:  Tuesday & Thursday, June only

Time:  9-2 (50 min lunch)
	Instructor:  Anissa Meacham

Phone: (865) 922-0052

Email: ameacha1@utk.edu
Online:  www.anissameacham.com

Supervisor:  Dr. Susan Benner


Description: An introduction to etiology, diagnosis, and treatment of language disorders in children.  Includes an overview of normal speech, language and hearing development and explanations of causes, characteristics, remediation and prognosis of a wide variety of communication disorders. 

Objectives: The student will demonstrate basic knowledge of

1. The profession of speech-language pathology, related resources and terminology

2. The normal developmental sequence in language acquisition and factors influencing verbal learning. 
3. The various theories of language acquisition. 
4. The characteristics and causes of language disorders 

5. Ways in which speech, language and communication are interrelated. 
6. Various assessment techniques for identifying language problems in students having a disability. 
7. Materials and programs for use by classroom teachers in the remediation of language problems. 
8. The selection and/or development of methods and materials used in intervention

9. Technological communication systems which aid in language communication.  

Required text:  Reed, V.A. (2005).  An introduction to children with language disorders. (3rd ed).  Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon. 

Additional Course Materials:  Other readings may be assigned by your instructor.  In such cases, these will be made available in class.   

Students with Special Needs:  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a documented disability or if you have emergency information to share, please contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 191 Hoskins Library (phone: 974-6087).  This will ensure that you are properly registered for services.  Students who have a documented disability and who are registered with ODS should see the instructor privately during the first week of class.  Arrangements for adaptive instruction or other assistance will be developed in collaboration with ODS.

Lectures:  This class will have primarily a lecture format.  Lectures for this class will be presented using PowerPoint.  Lecture notes will not be provided for students in handout format, meaning that it is your responsibility to take notes.  Guest lectures may be utilized in this course where time and resources permit.  Guest lecturers will choose their own format for delivery of material.  
Exams:  Exams will be taken outside of class by way of Take Home exams, in order to maximize our classroom time.  Each will consist of up to 50 multiple choice questions, and a small number of short answer and/or essay questions.       
Additional Assignments:  Two additional assignments will be required—(1) a case study and intervention plan for a language disordered child and (2) a standardized test critique.  Both of these assignments will be presented in class informally for open discussion.  You will receive specific instructions and handouts on both of these assignments. 

	Evaluation:  
	Midterm Exam = 
	100 points

	(In class)
	Test Critique = 
	100 points

	(In class)
	Test Critique Discussion = 
	50 points

	
	Case Study = 
	50 Points

	
	Intervention Plan = 
	50 Points

	(In class)
	Case Study/Intervention Discussion = 
	50 Points

	
	Participation = 
	50 Points

	
	Final Exam =
	100 points

	
	TOTAL
	550 Points


Make‑up Policy:  You have no reasonable excuse for missing an exam, since they are Take Home in format.  Make-ups will not be scheduled.   

Attendance: Although not strictly required, attendance at class is highly recommended.  Lectures will cover considerable additional material beyond what is presented in the text.  Exams will be based on both the assigned readings and the lectures.  As there are only 9 class days, missing one class involves missing a large amount of lecture material.  Please try to avoid missing class.   

Grading:  Final grades for the course will be assigned based on the following criteria:




90% or above  = A




85 - 89.9%       = B+




80 - 84.9%       = B




75 - 79.9%       = C+




70 - 74.9%       = C




60 - 69.9%       = D




Below 60%      = F

Academic Integrity: In your application for admission (or readmission) to the University of Tennessee you signed an honor statement to uphold academic integrity.  As with all courses at UT, it is expected that you will adhere to that statement.  In the event of academic misconduct, the University of Tennessee’s disciplinary policy will be followed.  Academic misconduct includes (but is not limited to) such acts as cheating, plagiarism, and invention of information with the intent to deceive.

Schedule: The following topics will be covered within the dates listed below.  You are expected to complete the chapter reading(s) before the date it is covered in class.  The instructor reserves the right to alter the schedule as needed to accommodate schedule changes or appropriate topic shifts.   
(Revised) 
	Date
	Reading
	Assignment Due
	Classroom Activities

	Thurs 6/1
	
	
	

	Tues 6/6
	Chapter 1
	
	Anatomy Coloring Pages & Playdough Neuroanatomy

	Thurs 6/8
	Chapter 2
	
	Brain & Language Video

Language Dev Video

	Tues 6/13
	Chapter 2
	
	ASHA Video:  Speech & Language Milestone

	Thurs 6/15
	Chapter 13
	Assessment Tools Worksheet (in class)
	Assessment Lab

Midterm Exam Distributed

	Tues 6/20
	Chapters 6 & 7
	Midterm Exam Due
	

	Thurs 6/22
	Chapter 12
	
	Case Study Discussion
Guest Lecture

	Tues 6/27
	Chapter 8
	
	

	Thurs 6/29
	Chapter 9 & 11
	Case Study Due

Final Exam Due
	Case Study Discussion


